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CHA'PTBR I 
INI'RODUC'l'ION 
The strong urge to engage in competitive sports is typically 
American.1 It may be assumed that the young born into our society 
will often develop this desire to compete. Well-organized and properly 
conducted programs of interscholastic athletics will be of lasting value 
to the individual. Such a program of athletics would include satisfaction, 
the improvement of physical skills, the attainment of emotional maturity, 
the realization of social competency, and the acquisition of moral values.2 
Interscholastic athletics are contests played between two or more 
schools, as contrasted with intramural athletics which are contests con-
ducted within a school itself. 
There is no conflict between properly conducted programs of inter-
scholastic and intramural athletics; in fact, they are both a part of the 
same program. Each group of activities should be complementary to the 
other. Bach has a place in the school program; each may be defended edu-
cationally; and each offers opportunities not necessarily possessed by the 
other.3 
1John K. Archer, .. Toward Sane Athletic Programs," ~Journal, 
XXXIX (May, 1950), P• 848. . 
2:amilia D. Da Bramo, "Community Effort in Physical .Bclucation," 
Phisical .Education Newsletter, VII (November 27, 1962), P• 4. 
3Charles B. Forsythe, Administration of Hi~h School Athletics, 
(3rd ed., New York: Prentice-Hail, Inc., 1954) P• 362. 
.. ' \, 
2 
A recent national survey on interscholastic athletics at the 
junior high school level indicated that slightly more than 853 of 
junior high schools in the country participated in interscholastic 
athletics. This survey also showed that 783 of the principals 
responding to the survey were in favor of interscholastic athletics. 4 
Statement 2f.. ~ proble!'•-The writer recently had the oppor-
tunity to examine the nature of interscholastic athletics at the junior 
high school level in the state of Illinois. Upon further examinatiot.t it 
was revealed that there was no particular manner or pattem by which 
interscholastic athletics at this level are organized. Results of the 
survey showed that ordinarily it is the responsibility of each individual 
junior high school to plan and direct its own athletic program. This was 
.found to be the case where the question of finance is concemed. The 
Education CoJ.llillissionS reported: 
The Board of Education should establish policies for financial 
support o.f interscholastic athletics that will free interscholastic 
programs from dependence on gate receipts. 
School and commmity leaders should make every effort to finance 
athletics completely out of general school funds at the earliest 
possible date. 
Not only was there no pattern of organization in regard to finance, 
but also in regard to the eligibility of players, the method of classifying 
players, the scheduling of games, and the length of practice periods. 
4virginia Roe and Ellsworth Tompkins, .,Survey of Interscholastic 
Athletic Programs in Separately Organized Junior High Schoolst0 National 
Association ~ ~conda!Y School Principals Bulletin, XLII (April, 1959)• p. 3• 
51'The Problem of School Athletics," Bducation DiEest t (April, 1954), 
3 
Purpose ~ studx.-It was the purpose 0£ this study to determine 
the various aspects 0£ organization of interscholastic athletics at the 
junior high school level in the state of Illinois. 
The writer wishes to provide information for those who may possibly 
be unaware of the problems which exist in the organization of such athletics 
in the junior high schools of Illinois. The information was obtained through 
a state-wide survey. 
Limitations.--(!) The study involved only 330 public junior high 
schools in Illinois, as defined on Page 5• (2) The survey was not sent to 
every school in all the school districts of Illinois, but the survey was sent 
to some schools in all the school districts of Illinois. (3) The study was 
conducted by means of a broad survey. 
Delimitations.--(!) The items in the survey consisted mainly of ob-
jective questions. (2) The study did not allow for detailed discussion of 
any particular item listed on the survey. (3) The answers to the items listed 
on the survey were considered as a whole, rather than on an individual basis. 
The writer wishes to offer the following explanation of the survey 
used in the study. 
Procedure !!f. !!!!, survey.--The questionnaire was prepared by the writer 
and mailed to various physical education departments of 330 public junior high 
schools in the state of Illinois. The names and addresses of these schools were 
obtained from the Directory 2£. Illinois Schools (1961-1962).6 
. 
6Depa~me~t of Textbooks and Publications, Directory ~ Illinois ~chools 
(Ch1cago, Illino1s: Department of Textbooks and Publications, 1961-1962, pp. 281• 
289. 
4 
The survey was mailed to every school district in the state. 
Some of the schools did not complete every item in the 
questionnaire. In each of the tables, the colUillll "Schools Responding" 
refers only to the particular item tabulated. 
Description 2£.!1!:. survey.--This was a broad survey of present 
practices and organization concerning public junior high school inter-
scholastic athletics in Illinois. 
As might be expected, considerable disagreement exists among the 
teaching profession concerning the benefits derived from an interscholastic 
athletic program in the junior high school. The writer's findings, however, 
reveal facts regarding practices and organization on which there is little 
disagreement. The data are for the school year 1962-1963, and represent 
up-to-date information. 
Purpose 2£: !!!:_ survey.--The sole purpose of this survey was to port ray 
the status and significant trends in the organization of junior high school 
interscholastic athletics in the state of Illinois, as revealed by the data. 
CHAP'l'BR II 
D.BPINITIONS OP TERMS US.ED 
The writer submits the following definitions of the tems used 
throughout this paper. It is hoped that the information submitted will 
enable the reader to more readily understand their meaning. 
Junior high school.--seventh, eighth and ninth grade ordinarily 
make up the organization of a junior high school. The three main groups 
of junior high schools are: (1) those containing grades seven, eight• and 
nine: (2) those containing grades seven and eight; (3) those containing 
grades other than seven, eight, and nine. 7 
Ckle of the unique functions of the junior high school is to serve 
as a connecting and articulating agent between the elementary school and 
the senior high school. 8 
Athletics.-A contest between two or more persons, with some form 
of goal or achievement as a result, is the explanation offered for the term 
"athletics". 
Interscholastic athletics.-This term is defined as being team com-
petition between separate schools within or outside a school system. 
Intramural athletics.--Athletics conducted between groups of students 
within one school comprise intramural athletics. 
7lbid., 283. 
-
8Henry J• Otto, Elementary-School or1anization and Administration, 
(3rd ed., New York: Appleton-Century-Crofts, Inc., 1954), P• 71. 
6 
Lightweiaht~ ~ heayt!!ights.-The classification of individuals 
according to two divisions--lightweight and heavyweight• is based on the 
following: 
TABLB Ie--Classif ication of contestants according to two 
divisions--lightweight and heavyweight• based on age. height, 
and weight& 
Exponent Height Weight 
s under 11t under SS under 76 
6 llt under 12 SS-56 78-80 
7 12 under 12; 57-58 81-85 
8 laj under 13 59 86-89 
9 13 under 13t 60-61 90-95 
10 13j under 14 62 96-100 
11 14 Ullder 14i 63 101-106 
12 14i under 15 64 107-112 
13 65 113--118 
14 66 and over 119 and over 
aTaken fronu Illinois Elementary School Association, 
Constitution and J3,7•La.ws. (Springfield, Illinois: State Depart-
ment ol Pui>Iic InstructlOii, December 1, 1959), P• 8 
bro classify the contestants find their age, height 
and weight and then find exponent of each in the left hand 
column. All contestants with a total score of thirty-one or 
more will be heavyweight; 30 points or less will be lightweight. 
"A" and "B" teams.--Classif ication 0£ a contestant according to age, 
height, weight, and ability• 
Seventh ~ eishth grade team;S.-Teams Which are classified in relation 
to grade level attained. 
7 
Conference.-Tm organization of any number of teams into a 
specific unit is called a conference. Such an organization is con-
structed with regard to pattem of games, standing, and championship. 
Awards.-An award is a recognition of some type. It may be in 
the form of a letter, trophy, or citation, and is usually presented for 
certain standards of achievement in athletic programs. 
CHAPT.BR III 
RESULTS OP SURV.BY 
Primer of the .findings.-The fin.dings of the survey will be 
discussed in Chapter III in question-and-answer .fo:r:m. 
How manx junior hi&J schools in the state of Illinois 
--itave ! program 2... Iiiterscholasttc athletics? 
These results were derived from the first item listed on the 
survey• The survey revealed that out of a total of 23S junior high 
schoels responding, 224 schools have interscholastic programs. That is, 
a little more than 9S3 of the schools responding to this particular item 
have some form of an interscholastic program of athletics; a little less 
than 5% of the schools responding do not. 
From the data obtained on this item it wa.s learned that the greatest 
number of years in interscholastic competition, of any of the junior high 
schools responding to this item, is 63 years. The average length of com-
petition is 28 years. 
What kinds of athletic teams ~junior~ schools!! Illinois 
--iia.ve? 
-
.Results showed that Illinois junior high schools compete interscholastically 
in 26 different kinds o£ sports. In order, basketball, track, football, base-
ball are reported by the 224 schools responding to this item as the !llOSt 
popular sports activities. 
In comparison, a nation-wide survey of junior high schools taken 
in 1957-1958, showed interscholastic competition in only nine different kinds 
9 
of sports for the state of Illinois. This increase in the number of 
athletic activities may have resulted from the increase in the number 
of junior high schools since 1957-1958. See Table 2 below: 
TABLB 2.--A comparison of interscholastic athletics and the 
number of schools responding during 1962-1963, with those re-
sponding during 1957-1958. 
Schools Responding 
Activity (1962-1963) (1957-1958)a 
1. Basketball 191 117 
2. Track 176 88 
3. Poot ball 61 44 
4. Softball 47 43 
s. Baseball 45 27 
6. Wrestling 36 2 
1. Volleyball 23 2 
s. Soccer 23 
9. Tumbling 19 
10. Pree Exercise 18 
11. Touch Football 16 
12. Swimming 11 5 
13. Diving 10 
14. Flag Football 9 
15. Marching 7 
16. Golf 7 
17. Softball 16 .. s 
1s. Tennis 4 2 
19. Football (Six-man) 2 
20. Badminton 2 
21. Cross Country 1 
22. Bowling 1 
23. Field Hockey l 
24. Boxing 1 
-25. Hockey 1 
26. Table Tennis 1 
Total 718 310 
a.Roe and Tompkins, National Association of Secondary School 
Principals Bulletin, XLII, 30. -
l>The number of schools responding to this item in the 1957-
1958 survey was 154. 
10 
!!?!! many eor hig_h schools !!_ Illittois !:!!. included !!!, 
a coiife rence? . 
-
The results of the survey revealed that out of a. possible 224 
junior high schools responding to this item• 147 schools a.re ittcluded 
in some form of conference. That :i.s, a little more than 663 of the junior 
high schools responding to this item are included in a league or conference; 
a little more than 333 of the schools a.re not. 
Prom the data it was also learned that the total number of junior 
high school conferences in Illinois is 54• There is also one bi-state 
conference. In the year 1957-1958, there were only 26 conferences in Illinois. 
Thus, the increase in the total number of junior high school conferences 
since 1957, is over 1003. 
Table 3 below, lists the junior high school conferences in the state 
of Illinois for 1962-1963. 
TABLB 3.--A list of the junior high school conferences in 
the state of Illinois for 1962-1963, and the number of teams 
in each 
Name Number of Teams 
1. Big Five. • • • • • • • • • • 5 2. Big Pour. • • • • • • • • • • 4 3. Big Seven • • • • • • • • • • 5 (at present) 4. Bi-State Conference • • • • • • • .. 6 s. Bluff Conference. • • • • • • • • 7 6. Cass, Morgan, Sangamon 
• • • • • • • 
6 
1. Central Conference • • • • • • • • 5 s. Central Illinois Elementary Association • 
• • 
6 
9. Central Junior High School Conference • • • 6 10. Chillicothe • • • • • • • • • • 7 11. Combelt Conference • • • • • • • • 8 12. Douglas County Grade School Conference 
• • • 6 13. Du Page Valley Conference 
• • • • • • 7 14. Bast Central Conference • • • • • • • 10 is. Goshen Trail Conference • • • • • • • 7 
11 
Number of Teaas 
16. ?11inois Valley Athletic Association• • • • 6 11. Joliet Junior High League • • • • • • 3 18. ]Unior Southwst Egyptian Conference• • • • 2 19. take County Big Eight 
• • • • • • • 
8 
20. Lakes Conference. • • •• • • • • • 6 21. Uttle Five • • • • • • • • • • s 22. Little Pour • • • • •• • • • • • 4 23. Little Nine • ., 
' 
• • • • • • • 
9 
24. Uttle Seven; • 
-
• • • • • • • 
7 
25. Uttl.e Six • • • • • • • • • • 6 26. Little Tri County Conference. 
., 
::' '· 7 • • • •  • 21. Ma.con County Conference • l;' •• 9 • • • • • 2s. Ma.con9 Sangamon, M:>rgan Conference • • • • 7 29. Ma.aon County .Bleaentary Association • 
• • • 
6 
30. Mc>rgan County Conference. • • • • • • 7 31. Niles Township Blementary Association • • • 5 32. Northern Conference • . • • • • • • • 8 33. North Lakes Grade School Conference • • • • s 34. Peoria Inter-City League. 
• • • • • • 
9 
35. Piatt County Conference • 
• • • • • • 
9 
36. Pike County Conference • • • • • • • 6 37. Prair.ie State Conference. 
• • • • • • 6 38. Quad-City League. • • • • • • • • 10 39. Rock.fo:i:d Junior High School Athletic Association. 8 
40. Sangamon County Conference 
• • • • • • 
10 
41. Sangamon. Valley Grade School Conference • • • 8 42. Sand Valley Conference 
• • • • • • • 8 43. South Central Conference. • • • • • • 6 44. Starved River Conference. 
• • • • • • 
10 
45. The Big .'Bight 
• • • • • • • • • 7 46. Tri-City Junior High Conference • • • • • 9 47. Tri-county Elementary Conference. • • • • 8 48. Tri-County League • ,,. • • • • • • • 5 49. Two Rivers Grade Conference • • • • • • 6 so. Waukegan Conference. • • • • • • • 5 s1. west 'Whiteside Grade School Association • • • 5 s2. 'Westem IllJ.nois Junior High Conference • • • 6 53. Westem Suburban Conference • 
• • • • • 7 54. Northem Illinois-Southem Wisconsin Conference • 6a 
Total 
• • • • 
• 369 
aBi-state conference. 
bAverage number of teams per conference is slightly 
less than seven teams per conference. 
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!:!?!, aan7 ~~schools.~ the .state 2£.. Illinois!!!.!.!. 
!. prog~ liitr'amural athletics? 
The data revealed that out of the 235 junior high schools re-
sponding to this item, 155 schools have an intramural program; 80 schools 
do not. 
It must also be mentioned that out of these 155 junior high schools 
responding to this particular item• 149 schools have an interscholastic pro-
gram; 6 schools do not. It was also learned £ram the data that there are 34 
different intramural activities offered• compared to 26 interscholastic 
activities. See Table 4 below: 
TABLB 4.-A comparison of intramural athletics and inter-
scholastic athletics, and the number of schools responding 
for 1962-1963 
Schools Responding 
.Activity Intramural Interscholastic 
1. Basketball 154 191 
2. Track 138 176 
3. Softball 136 47 
4. Volleyball 110 23 
s .. Touch .Football 80 16 
6. Baseball 63 45 
1. Wrestling 60 36 
s. Tumbling 58 19 
9. Pree Exercise 47 18 
10. Soccer 38 23 
11. ·Football 38 61 
12. Plag .Football 16 9 
13. Badminton 15 2 
14. Table Tennis 13 1 
is. Tennis 11 4 
16. Softball 16" 11 s 
11. Swimming 10 11 
1s. Diving 10 10 
19. Gol£ 9 7 
20. Marching 9 7 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
2s. 
26. 
21. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
13 
TABllJ 4.-contillued 
Schools BeapoJl<ling 
Activity Int ruural 
Boxing 6 
Speedball s 
Archery 4 
Pootba.11 (Sevea-man) 3 
Co-rec. Volleyballa 3 
Football (Six-man) 2 
Cross Country 2 
Bowling 2 
Gymnastics 2 
Scooter Hockey 1 
Weight Lifting 1 
Horseshoes 1 
Girls• Hockeyb 1 
Shuffleboard 1 
-Total 1060 
8co-recreation Volleyball (Girls and boys). 
~irls' intramural hockey team. 
Interscholastic 
1 
-
-
-
.. 
2 
1 
1 
-
-
-
-
-
-716 
14 
P.esults of the survey showd that boys are elassif ied into teams 
with respect to the following categories s 
(1) physical structure(lightweights and heavyweights) 
(2) gra~ level(seventh and eighth grade) 
(3) ability("A .. and "B" teams) 
Data from the number of schools responding to this item showed that 
out of a possible 225 schools, 105 junior high schools play lightweights 
and heavyweights; 120 schools do not. Oat of the 21g schools responding 
to this particular item, 135 junior high schools play seventh and eighth 
grade teams; 84 schools do not. Of the 223 junior high schools replying 
to this item, 4.S junior high schools play "A" and ns• teams; 178 schools 
do not. 
~~the pre.fer~ standard.a !?l which !?.9.1! !!!. classified 
.mto teams? 
---
The data revealed that t out of the 223 junior high schools 
responding to this particular itea, 102 schools would prefer to play 
lightweights and heavyNeights; 121 schools would not. out of a possible 221 
schools, 129 would Ptef-e,r to play seventh and eighth grade teams; 92 schools 
would not. out of the 222 junior high schools responding to this item, 21 
schools would prefer to play "A" and "B" teams; 201 schools 1llOUl4 not• 
Table S shows the standazds and preferred standa.J:ds by which boys 
are classified into the following categories: (1) lightileights and heavy-
weighta(Physical), (2) seventh and eightb. grade teams(Grade level, (3) 
"A" and "B" teamsCAbility). Table 5 is on the next page. 
TABLE s.-Purther explanation of the standaJ:ds by which boys are 
classified into lightweights and heavyweights, seventh and eighth 
graders, 11A" and •IJJ" teams, ccmpared to the pre£erre4 ata:ndards 
Number o£ Schools Responding to the Positive: 
Physical Grade :tevel Ability 
Standards. • • 10s. • • • 13s. • • • 45 
Preferred Standards• 102. • • • 129• • • • 21 
Number of Schools Responding to the Negative: 
Standa:tds. • • 120. • • • 84. • • • 178 
Pref erred Standards• 121. • • • 92• • • • 201 
8The schools responding to this question 'Mere allowed 
to check each of the three items which applied• 
bsee page 14, paragr~ 1, for further explanation of 
the standards by which boys are classi.f ied into lightEights ancl 
heavyweights, seventh and eighth graders, and .. A" and "B" teams. 
16 
E!, schools p1ice ~ certain grade point, aver!i! ~ 
pa.rticlpat on? 
It is a common practice in the Junior high school to place certain 
standards of academic achievement as a prerequisite for participation in 
athletic activities. In the Illinois junior high schools this was found 
to be especially true. 
Prom the survey it was leamed that out of the 224 junior high 
schools responding• 158 schools place a certain grade point average on 
participation in athletic events. Therefore, slightly more than 69$ of 
the junior high schools responding report a certain grade point average 
placed on participation; slightly more than 303 do not. 
What .!:.!. the requirements !2£ the presentation ,2! a.wards 
~ pariTcieation !!!_ athleticevents? ..12. ~ extent 
.!£.!. these awards presented? 
Study of the writer• s survey showed that out of the 222 junior 
high schools replying to this item, 186 schools present awards for par-
ticipation in athletic events. Out of the 222 schools responding, 36 
schools do not present awards for participation in athletic events. 
-
From information concerning this particular item it was also 
learned that prerequisites for participation in athletic events are based, 
in order, on the following: (1) maintaining a ncn average, (2) making 
the squad, (3) making the traveling squad, (4) being a tournament member. 
Further infoma.tion as to what extent requirements are placed an 
the presentation of awards, is shown in Table 6 on. the ne:>..'t page. 
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TABU 6.--Rank order of the prerequisites for the 
presentation of awards in athletic events 
Items Stated Schools Responding& 
1~ Quarters. • • • • • • • 45 2. Make squad • • • • • • • 30 3· 
.. Point system. • • • • • • 22 4. Stay out all season and 
never miss 'Practice • • • • 14 s. ParticiPa.:tioa • • • • • • i3 6; Imdng$. • • • • • • • 10 
1. Descretion of coach • • • • • 6 s• Time • • • •• • • • • 6 9~ Ntimber of games • • • • • • s 10• Participation and quarters • • • 3 u~ Dress for all g~s • • • • • 2 
12• Practice • • • • • • • 2 13. Stay out all year • • • • • 2 
-Total 160 
8The column, "Schools RespOnding", tefers only 
to the particular item tabulated. 
18 
At what time in the day are interscholastic contests 
-sC'iieduied!?I.@i!or high schools !! d'.lliiOls? 
The data contained from this particular item are shown in 
Table 7 below: 
TABLB 1.--A schedule of athletic contests of the junior 
high schools in the state of Illinois, and the number of 
· schools responding to each item 
Item Stated Yes No Schools Responding 
Games played· a't 
night. • • 138. .s6. • • • • 224 
Games played 
after school 
• 131. .91. • • • • 222 
Games played on 
Saturday morning 34. 191. • • • • 225 ~ m -671 
~ schools responding to this question were 
allowed to check each of the three items which applied. 
In comparison, the writer submits data eonceming this item 
taken from the 19S7-1958t nation-wide survey of junior high school 
athletics. The following table shows the schedule of athletic games 
in the Illinois junior high schools during the 1957-1958 year, compared 
to the schedule of athletic games in the junior high schools of Illinois 
during the 1962-1963 year. 
Table 8 showing this comparison is on the next page. 
19 
TABLB s.--A schedule of the ath1etic games in the Illinois junior 
high schools for 1957-1958, compared with the schedule of athletic 
games during 1962-1963 
Schools Responding 
Items Stated 1957-1958a 1962 ... 1963 
Games played in afternoon. • • • • 62. • • 131 
Games played at night. • • • • • 38. • • 138 
Games played both at night and 
during the day. • • • • • • 31. • • 
Games played on Saturday morning • • • 1s. • • 34 t46 -Total 303 
aRoe and Tompkins, National Association~ Secondarz School 
Principals Bulletin, XLII, 41. 
brhe schools responding for 1962-1963 were allowed to check 
each of the items which applied. 
CThe schools responding for 1957-1958 were also allowed to 
check the same• 
~would ~o~ hif21 schools ~Illinois prefer !2., schedule athletic 
game,s? 
From the information obtained by the writer it was found that the 
majority of junior high schools in Illinois would prefer to play games 
after school. 
Further explanation is offered in Table 9 on the next page. 
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TABI.;B 9.-A preferred schedule of games of the junior 
high schools in Illinois 
Schools Responding 
Items Stated Yes No 
Play games at night• • • 102. • 121 
Play games after school• • 129. • 92 
Play games on Saturday moJ:ning. 21. • 201 
Total 252 414 
<l.rhe schools responding were allo'Wed to check 
each 0£ the three items which applied • 
.!?2. J!PiC>r !!!e school athletic teams eractiee five days 
a week? 
--
Prom the data it was determined that the majority of athletic 
teams do not practice five days a week. out of the 224 junior hi.gh 
-
schools responding to this itemt 106 schools practice either intramural 
or interscholastic athletics five days a week; 118 schools do not. 
H<>wJidU do Jl!!ior !!!.f!?. school athletic teams eract.ice dailY? 
- ~!!!!:I'Cnsth ~time, lor !.!.§!practice, spent ~ 
liiiidamentals !!!!_ game strate§I? 
The data revealed that the longest length of practice for any of 
the schools responding to this item is three hours; the shortest, forty-
five minutes. The average length of practice for any of the junior high 
schools responding is one hour and 45 minutes. The following comprise a 
breakdown 0£ the number of days per week that the 118 junior high school 
athletic teams practiced, who responded that they did not practice S days 
per week: one day; 1 school, two days; 13 schools, three days; 41 schools, 
21 
four days; 61 schools, and six days; 2 schools. Total: 118 schools 
who did not practice 5 days per week. 
It was also determined from the results of the survey that 
approximately 503 of each practice period is spent on fundamentals; 503 
on game strategy. 
~ .!:!.. junior high school athletics financed in Illinois? 
This question was derived from the item of the survey conceming 
support of athletics by gate receipts. 
The survey showed that the athletic programs in the junior high 
schools of Illinois are financed in order by: (1) board of education, 
(2) gate receipts, (3) athletic funds, (4) concessions1 (5) combi-
nation of these. 
A specific item, relating to the financial support of athletic 
programs, reveals that out of the 217 junior high schools responding, 89 
schools stated that their athletic programs are supported by gate receipts. 
out of a possible 217 junior high schools1 128 schools stated that it is 
not. of these 128 schools, the athletic programs were supported by a 
combination of: (1) board of education, (2) athletic funds, and (3) 
concessions. 
The survey also showed that out of the 224 schools replying to 
this item, 171 schools charge admission to home games. Therefore, it 
was learned that 77% of the junior high schools responding to this item 
charge admission to home games; 233 of the schools do not. 
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Is ext·ra l?.!:l'.. included in the teachers• salaries for the 
- serv1ce ~ coacbiig? - - -
Results showed that in most cases extra pay is included in the 
teachers• salaries for the service of coaching. out of a possible 224 
junior high schools replying to this item, 212 schools stated that extra 
pay is included in the salary for the service of coaching; 12 schools 
stated that it is not. 
Does the coach instruct sub~ects other than Physical .Education ~ !!!_ JUillor hig_h schOO s i! 1!1£.iors? 
Prom the survey it was learned that in the majority of junior 
high schools responding to this item, the coach does instruct subjects 
. . - .. 
other than Physical .Bducation. The most common subjects, in ordert 
' ' 
being: (1) Math, (2) Science, (3) Health. A further explanation 
is offered in Table 10, on the next page. 
Is it difficult for junior hi§h schools in Illinois to obtain 
- O?'ficiils? - - -
Olt of the 223 junior high schools in Illinois responding to 
this item, 14 schools stated that they have difficulty in obtaining 
officials; 209 schools stated that they do not. Accordingly, these 14 
junior high schools reported somewhat low wages paid to officials for 
each game. The lowest wages paid to officials for each game was $2.00; 
' . 
the highest wages was $10.00. The average sum of money paid to officials 
for each game was $3.os. 
----------------------------------------------------------~~ . .....__ 
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TABIB 10.--A list of the slibjects instructed bY the 
junior high school coaches, other than Phfsical Bdu-
cation9 and in rank order 
Subject Instructed Schools Responding 
1. Math. • • • • • • • • 45 2~ Science • • • • • • • • 45 3. Health • • • • • • • • 32 4~ Social Studies • • • • • • 32 s~ Iildustri&l Arts • • • • • • 12 6~ History • •. • • • • • • 10 7~ Sociil Studies • • • • • • 9 s; Shop. • • • • • • • • 7 9~ English • • • • • • • • s 10~ Language Arts • • • • • • 5 11~ Geography • • • • • • • s 12~ Coach is principal of school. • • 5 13. All subjects~-SiXth grade • • • 5 14~ Rea.<1ing • • • •· • • • • 4 15~ Boys' guidance counselor• • • • 3 16. Safety • • • • • • • • 3 17. Art • • • • • • • • • 3 18~ Driver Bducationt • • • • • 3 19. First Aid • • • • • • • 3 20. Algebra • • • • • • • • 2 21. Civics 
• • • • • • • • 
2 
22~ All subjects--Eighth grade • • • 2 23~ Science and Arithmetic • • • ·• 2 24~ ?.echanical Drawing 
• • • • • 
1 
25~ All subjects.:...Sevent~ grade • 
• • 1 26~ Biology • 
• • • • • • • 1 27~ High School lloo~eeping • 
• • • 
1 
28~ Manual Arts • • • • • • • 1 29. Girls• Physical Education 
• • • 
1 
30. Home-room 
• • • • • • • 1 
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.E2, junior~- schools _!! Illinois erovide transportation 
!2. games awaz: from !!?!!!:.? __ 
The data showed that a majority of junior high schoo.ls 
responding to this item provide transportation to games away from 
home. That is, out of the 224 schools replying to this particular 
item, 206 schools provide transportation to away games; 18 schools 
do not. Transportation to games of these 18 schools was provided by 
the coaches or was left up to the participants. 
It was also determined from information conceming this item 
that the longest distance (in miles) traveled by any one of the 220 
schools responding to this item, was 200 miles; the average being 28 
miles. 
After pla.yini a· game and the score is recorded after standard 
playing ~' wouO!Tor hi.gli schools .§. Illinois prel'er 
!2, ~at !! extra. '11arter ~ ~riod !2, m:niit _;!l pla~rs !!?, 
part1c&ate? (This extra pefOCi of playtiig tme wou ~ not 
change the,;.score of the game, but give those players who 
did not have an opportunity to participate in the game a 
chance to play.) 
Results of the survey showed that the majority of the junior 
high schools responding to this item were definitely opposed to playing 
an extra quarter to permit all players to participate. That is, out 
of the 221 schools replying to this item, 83 schools would prefer to 
play an extra quarter; 138 schools would not. 
CHAPTER IV 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 
The writer wishes to list the following statements to 
summarize the results of the study: 
(1) The majority of public junior high schools in the 
state of Illinois have some form of interscholastic 
athletics. 
(2) The number of junior high school athletic activities 
offered in interscholastic competition in Illinois has 
tripled since 1957. 
(3) The number of interscholastic athletic conferences in 
Illinois has doubled since 1957. 
(4) The majority of junior high schools in Illinois have 
both interscholastic and intramural athletic programs. 
(5) During 1962-1963, junior high schools in Illinois offered 
thirty-four athletic activities in intramural competition, and 
twenty-six athletic activities in interscholastic competition. 
(6) Boys are classified for participation in athletic events, 
most commonly, by grade level and physical stnicture. The 
least common method of classification used is by means of ability. 
(7) Generally speaking, there is some form of grade point average 
placed on participation in athletic events. 
(8) There is no one method of determining justification for the 
presentation of awards. 
(9) Junior high schools in Illinois prefer to play games in the 
afternoon and at night, rather than on Saturday. 
(10) Junior high school athletic programs are supported, in the 
majority of cases, by school funds. 
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In conclusion, the writer lists the following statements: 
(1) Illinois junior high schools need a stronger governing 
body to regulate the classification of players, to limit the number 
of games, and to adjust the length of trips. 
(2) Junior high school athletic programs appear to be part of 
the entire curriculum of the school. 
(3) There should be more thorough study given to the junior high 
school athletic program which would enable one to examine its benefits, 
and to disprove some of the fallacy connected with junior high school 
athletics. 
Finally, the writer feels that interscholastic programs of athletics 
should be an out-growth of required physical education courses and a 
sound intramural program. While the intramural program provides oppor-
tunity for the mass to demonstrate its newly-acquired skills, equally 
as important, the interscholastic program provides opportunity for indi-
viduals to compete extensively. The findings of the writers' study reveal 
this statement to be true. 
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April 12, 1963 
State of Illinois Junior Hig!i Schopl Survez. 
Dear Sir: 
This survey is organized in order to complete a partial 
requirement for the Degree of Master oi Science in Education, 
at the Eastern Illinois University in Charleston, Illinois, 
by myself, Jerome E. Slowinski. I am sending a questionnaire 
to all of 330 junior high schools in Illinois to obtain the 
problems and conditions of interscholastic athletics at the 
junior high school level. Your consideration in answering 
these questions will be quite helpful and greatly appreciated. 
Sincerely, 
Jerome B. Slowinski 
 
Charleston, Illinois 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
Hou lone; has 
athletics? 
30 
you:.:" sc'xc1 oce11 con::ieting in interscholastic 
Average length of competition-28 years. 
J;oes t'.1e Coach instrect subjects ot'1e:<..' ti1an ~Physical Education? Yes~ :r •o _g_ 
If "Yes'', ubat-r See Table 101 PC!:ie 23, 
Is extrn !)ay included in the Coach's salary for the service of coaching? 
Yes~No~. 
Are there auards m:esentecl for '>artici...,ation? Yes 186 no 36 
.. ' -----If "Yes", to what extent? 'Jlor example, play two games, · 
nake squad , etc • ·, Sec Table 6 • Page 17• 
5. Does the school 11lace a certain eracle 'Joint avernr.;e on i:>a.rtici~;a.tion? Yes ..13.. no ..§.§ 
6. Is your scbool included in a conference or league? Yes uz_ Ho ..12-See Table 3, P• 10. 
If "Yes", give tlte number of teams in the co11_ference 
or league • and the names of the tennis. 
~~~~~~~~----~~~~~~~~~--
7. Does tlle school prov-ide tr~1sportation to its games (away)? Yes ~ No ...lJL. 
n. Give the longest distance (in miles) traveled by your team to participate 
in a game • Average di stanc:;e.._~ mi 'f S• 
9. Is there admission charged to home games? Yes ..171.. No ...u_ 
10. Is your ".>rogra.'"'l sup"'>ortecl by gate receipts? Yes ...82... No 128-.. 
(for payment of officials, extra janitors, travel 
expenses , equin~nt , use of gym, others·.? 
11. Is there any lifficulty in obtaining officials? Yes --14.. !To ...ani. 
12. '..Jhat is the swn 0£ money paid to officials for each same? Average sum=Sa.os. 
138 131 
13.. Are the games nlayed at night 86 , after school 91 , or on Sature.ay * 
mornings? 34 (Check accordingly). If playing combination, mark all three. 
190 102 129 
14. :Jould it be preferable to play the games at night 121 , after scbool 22 , 
or on Saturday mornings? 2l. • * 
201 105 135 
15. uo you r>lay lig!.·itt·icichts and Ilcavyt~ir,hts .J.a<> , seve11th and einhth graders 84 , 
"A'" s and "B's" 45 1 or others? If playing a combination of these, ple~e 
check accoJic1ing1"~8 AnS\1er Qestion Ho. 16 in t;Je Sar.le manner.. * 
~--~~--~~~ 
* For questions 13, 14, and lS. jbe tqp f.i.Dp: corresponds to the pgsi;tive mmher o 
of ans"Wers for each item; the bOttom figure corresponds to the negative number of 
answers. 
' (Continued on next na.ge) 
31 
70 
158 
126 47 * For question 16, 
95 142' 
the top figure corresponds to the positive number of answers for ea.ch item; the 
bottom figure correspondS to the negative 'nWtiber of answers •. 
ti;'• 
9 
83 138 
104 ,. 118 
Average-one hour and 45 minutes 
..... ! ,~ "25% ····· ' ... -
',l '.; 253 503 
.,, ... ·--
'; '· ' .·· " ~ 
. ; \ l. '. 155 72 
-;.\,l ,:· ( ~· 
*The top figure corresponds to an intramural activity; the bottom 
figure corresponds to an interscholastic activity. 
47 9 
J,8 . · .,, ·::':,.n ·· ___ ? .... """'"··· 
58 1 
.... !?.. .. . ;) :: ( O (Girls') 6 -· ···-··110·· --··---· 
1 "f•3'.le 1 r·1!l 23 
60 
~~t .... 
10 
....... 11. 
10 
..... .l.Q 
11 
·--154· .. . 
: : -:, ·: •; ~ ( 1 1 t O '. •• > .t "M•~ .. ~,~~-~- .. --- .... O •• •• 
0 
138 
176 
--~.~· ···-- ., .. ~ ,_., __ -·· 
38 
23 
. ··~· ... , . --~-- -· 
38 Flag 
_6!_. 
16 
9 
1.... ~- "- ;t ;, 
···--.. ··-···4 .. 
2 
2 
3 
0 
63 
- 45. 
136 
.4'Z ... 
11 
. . 5 ... 
4 
A~~Jle :cy .Q 
2 2 
Cr.o.ss. Country .. 1 ... aow,Up,g ~ 
1 
3 
. qo-rec. Vollerball o 
1 
_Scooter Hockey 0 
l 1 
Weight Lifting 0 
15 
Horseshoes O Shuffleboard 0 
13 5 
Badminton 2 Table Tennis 1 Speedball O 
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